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I TRHES s. V. 21. 


Prove all things: hold faſt that which 
7s good, 


ir Text ſuppoſes, that good 

A WY Ki Things have ſome certain Crite- 

nion; and may be diſcovered in 

che Iſſue of a diligent Exami- 

nation. It is abſurd to embrace 

or reject Things in groſs, and without Diſ- 

tinction: The former, is the Character of the 

implicit Believer; the latter, of the implicit 
Unbeliever. 


Our Saviour foretold, that falſe Prophets 
ſhould arife ; and Hiſtory will anſwer for the 
A 2 Truth 
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Truth of this Prediction. Enthufiaſm is ob- 
ſerved to be the Product of Exgland. Fana- 
tick Pretenders to Illumination and ſuperior 
Sanctity, are Seducers which have ſwarmed in 
our Country: Their Deluſions, however, may 
be compared to tranſitory Vapors; and vaniſh 
as ſoon as they are ſet in a clear Light. I 
ſhould imagine, the Scripture Cenſures to be 
pointed upon thęſe bold and ſucceſsful Deceiv- 
ers, who have impoſed either a falſe Religion, 
or falſe Doctrines, upon whole Kingdoms, 
Such, whatſoever magnificent Titles they aſ- 
ſume, may be ſtiled ſons of perdition. 


Mau our ſet up his Banners in the 
Eaſt, and eſtabliſhed his Religion by the Sword, 
This Impoſture has there long eclipſed the 
Sun of righteouſneſs; and ſtill prevails, for 
Reaſons of Providence, which we cannot pe- 
netrate. | | 


Ix other Parts, the Biſhop of Rome graſps 
at univerſal Empire; and lays Claim to the 
Kingdoms of this World, and the Keys cf 
Heaven. To ſecure an abject, unlimited Sub- 
jection from all his Proſelytes, they are taught 

to 
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to believe, that he can call in the ſecular Arm 
to ſave or deſtroy; that his Bleſſings and Curſes 
are definitive Sentences, and will open or ſhut 
the Gates of Paradiſe : Whatſoever Villainy 
they perpetrate to advance his holy Cauſe, he 
will quiet their Conſciences with an Abſolution 
at their Departure hence, and furniſh them 
with a Paſſport to Abraham's Boſom. 


MAanoMETISM and PoPERY are avow'd 
Enemies to Knowledge: The one, by diſcou- 
raging Printing and all Literature; the other, 
by locking up the Scriptures in an unknown 
Tongue. Both owe much to the mighty Pre- 
judices of Education: Both ſpread abroad 
like the cedars of Libanus, by a forced Growth, 
i. e. by the Patronage or Compulſion of the 
Civil Power. Look upon any Country where 
Mahometiſm or Popery is planted; pure and 
undefiled Religion cannot flouriſh under their 
baneful Shade. The Pope pretends to make 
Saints by a formal Canonization, and to inroll 
Men, after their Diſſolution, in the Number 
of the Bleſſed. A Muſſulman, with all his Cre- 
dulity, admits no Saints created as theſe are, 


which fill the Romiſo Kalendar; nor invocates 
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any ſuch imaginary Protectors. He relies upon 
one Prophet and Mediator ; the now, as he 
believes, beatified Mahomet. — Pay no im- 
plicit Deference to any Authority upon Earth; 
but examine all Things with Attention, and 
be determined by Evidence. Such a Proce- 
dure, will lead us through all Labyrinths, to 
Truth, and be conſiſtent with the Character 
of rational Creatures. G op gave us our Fa- 
culties, and the making a proper Uſe of them, 
muſt entitle us to his Approbation. It is every 
Man's Duty to conſult his Reaſon and Con- 
ſcience, and to rely upon the Direction of 
thoſe faithſul Guides. 


Ir would be endleſs to run into an hiſtori- 
cal Deduction of all the religious Inſtitutions, 
or Forms of civil Policy, which have prevailed 
in the World. — The Direction of our Apo- 
ſtle may be taken in a Latitude, and applied to 
Matters of Religion or Government : For 
the great Queſtion in both is, what Scheme 
will approve itſelf to an impartial Judgment, 
upon a near View, and deliberate Enquiry, 
We are blefled with a Church which Geneva 
herſelf admires; and with a limited, qualified 

| Monarchy, 


| 
| 
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Monarchy, under which, certain Duties are 
incumbent upon Prince and People: Let me 
exhort you, therefore, to hold ſaſt that which 
is good. Let me recommend to you a ſtedfaſt 
Adherence to our Eſtabliſhed Church, and to 
thoſe juſt Maxims of Government upon which, 
I take it, the ever memorable Revolution and 
Proteſtant Succeſſion are founded. 


PoPERY is what our Fore-fathers proved, 
to their abundant Conviction and Coſt, May 
we always have the Principles of it in a due 
Abhorrence, and never repeat Ourſelves the 
fatal Experiment. True Religion, is to be ſup- 
ported by Evidence and Perſuaſion ; Falſe, 
only by the Methods of Art, or Coerſion. 
Could the Church of Rome produce full Evi. 
dence for the Miracles ſhe boaſts, her Cruelty 
would confute her Pretenſions, and demonſtrate 
her Apoſtaſy. How many were to have fallen 
Victims to her, at one deciſive Stroke, in the 
Reign of James I. never can, or ought to be for- 
gotten by us. The Gunpowder Plot, immor- 
ized the Contrivers of it at Rome: And 
had it ſucceeded, the unparallel'd Scene of 
laughter would haveadorned her Annals with 
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a glorious Memorial. It is amazing, that any 
ſhould think a mercileſs Diſpoſition can qualify 
them for thoſe Manfions, where the moſt re 


fined Love will dwell for ever, and triumph 
in its full Energy. 


Tu Romiſh Church wiſely demands a 
implicit Aſſent to her Tenets, becauſe they 
will not ſtand the ſlighteſt Scrutiny. They 
are calculated to inſlave and corrupt Mankind: 
Views ever to be deteſted, as the very Reverk 
of thoſe, which governed the moſt benevolent 
Author andFiniſher of our Faith. Morality is 
prior to revealed Religion. We ſhould expet! 
fo find Virtue well guarded, and its Influence 
or Authority enlarged by any Syſtem, which 
was, I do not fay of divine, but human Eſta 
bliſhment. What Encouragement and Sanc- 
tion are given to all Kinds of Licentiouſneſs by 
that Church, which ſets Diſpenſations and 
Pardons to Sale? She allows her Memben 
to compound for their Tranſgreſſions; and 
trafficks in Vice. We are ſhocked at her im- 
pious Claim to Infallib:lity, one of Go 0's in. 


communicable Attributes; and at her uncha- 
ritablenels, 
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ritableneſs, in conſigning all, who are out of 
her Pale, to the Damnation of Hell. 


HE R avowed Aim is, to keep Men in 
Ignorance, and to eſtabliſh the Kingdom of 
Darkneſs. For Tranſubſtantiation prohibits 
the Uſe of our Senſes, and Infallibility that of 
our Reaſon, 


PoPERY, if delineated with all its fantaſtic 
Proceſſions and Ceremonies, exhibits to us 
a very diſadvantageous Image of Chriſtianity. 
It is rather a refined ſcheme of ſecular Po- 
licy, diſguiſed under the Veil of Religion. — 
We renounce it, as big with all the Abſurdi- 
ties and Miſchiefs of Idolatry, Superſtition, 
and Tyranny. The Pope fets up himſelf as 
an Idol in the myſtical Temple of Go p, or 
Chriſtian Church. He aſſumes a Power of 
diſcharging Kings or Subjects from their 
Oaths, and of diſſolving every Band of So- 
ciety. He acts in Conformity to no Rule 
els, than to the Doctrine or Example of 
CHRIST, whoſe Vicar he claims ta be by 
a peculiar Appointment, 


B W 


Io The CoxkUPTION of Por ER \ 
Wx were delivered from the Yoke of R 
pal Bondage at the Reformation. Hiſton s 
has ſcarce recorded any Plot againſt our Re. | 
ligion and Liberties, fince that glorious n 


which was not formed at Rome, or by ſome 
of her Sons and Incendiaries. Spain and 
France have conſtantly turned their Arts and 
Arms, or all their Engines of .DeſtruQtion 
againſt us: They have laboured by ſecret 
Conſpiracies, and open Invaſions, to accom- 
pliſh our Ruin, and their own ambitious De. 
vices. The boaſted Armada of Spain, deſtin'i 
againſt us in 1588, ſeemed to be defeated by 
ſome ſpecial Interpoſition of Providence. = 
France, in the next following Century, wa 
more fucceſsful ; not by Dint of Arms, but 
by dark Intrigues. For, to effect the Down- 
fal of that excellent Prince, Charles the Firſt, 
ſhe acted in Concert with his domeſtick Ene- 
mies, and plung'd us into the direful Cala- 
mities of a Civil orga | 


WInũ Ar a Deluge of Blood has been ge 
in France, and other Countries, by that in- 
human Zeal which Popery infuſes ? The 

Maſſacre 
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Maſſacre at Thorn, ſince our Memory, was 
called by the then Primate of Poland, a ſa- 
cred Execution. He thought, that with ſuch 
Sacrifices Go p is pleaſed ; and his religious 
Principles, which ſhould have raiſed his Com- 
paſſion, extinguiſhed it. 


M osT Proteſtant Princes and States ſeem, 
at this time of Day, to ſtand neuter to the 
Intereſts of their Religion, while Popery is 
ever inlarging its Borders. Gratitude to Pro- 
vidence for the repeated Deliverances with 
which we have been ſignalized, ſhould ex- 
cite us to imploy our Influence and Mediation 
(whereſoever they may be interpoſed) for the 
Relief of our perſecuted, foreign Brethren. 


Tax Re-cſtabliſhment of Popery in this 
Kingdom, could only be conſidered as an 
Effect of Go 0's Diſpleaſure for our mani- 
told Provocations, and imputed to the Hand 
of a deſtroying Angel. That Numbers were 
burnt for their Religion, in the ſhort and 
bloody Reign of Queen Mary, the Hiſtory of 
it will inform you. The late King James 

X B 2 was 
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was no ſooner firmly ſeated upon the Throne, 
but he trampled upon the Laws, and his own 
ſolemn Declarations. Could he have kept 
the Seat of Government, and baffled all Op- 
poſition, it is not improbable, that he would 
have proceeded to the Barbarities, and re- 
kindled the Flames of Mary. A miſguided 
Conſcience in religious Matters, principally 
induced him to thoſe Acts of Violence, which 
were an indelible Blot upon his Reign, and 


brought it to a ſhameful End. 


Bo r admit Popery is ever ſo corrupt, could 


Men be debarr'd of their Rights for an At- 


tachment to it? In anſwer to this Queſtion, 
I muſt obſerve, that the Excluſion of King 
James, and the Popiſh Line, was evidently 
lawful ; unleſs you will affirm, that our Pro- 
perty and Religion ought not to be ſecured. 
The Chevaler's Claim, therefore, cannot have 
any Foundation. 


A KING has the moſt important Truſt 
repoſed in him; and every good one, will 
have no Paſſion to indulge, incompatible with 

his 
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his darling View, the Welfare. of his Peo- 


ple. 
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To conſpire againſt him, is adjudged the 
moſt enormous Crime ; upon a Preſumption, 
that His Life is of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
the Community. Treaſon is ſtamped with a 
peculiar Infamy, and involves the Delinquent's 
innocent Children in the Forfeitures, or rather 
penal Conſequences, that await it. Such an 
accumulated Puniſhment of evil Doers, in 
their neareſt Relatives, is deſigned as a pow- 
erful Check to Rebellion, and a Proviſion for 
the Good of the Whole. 
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Tur Head of the Community, has no 
more a Licence to deſtroy the moſt momen- 
tous Intereſts of it, than any of the inferior 
Members. King James would have ftretch'd 
limited Prerogative into lawleſs Power; and 
graſped at abſolute Manarchy. If the People 
then had Privileges, they might defend them ; 
and as juſtifiably oppoſe notorious domeſtick 
* as foreign Invaſions. When King 


James 
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James broke through the moſt ſacred Ties, 
and ſubverted our Rights, which he wax 
ſworn to guard; why ought not he and his 
Heirs to be excluded? He could give ng 
Security for his future Conduct; which he 
had not already infringed and violated. Such 
an Excluſion was therefore judged neceflary 
for the Preſervation of our Church and State, 
The fame good Reaſons upon which any 
other ſalutary Precaution was taken for the 
common Welfare, adviſed or required this 
Proceedure. The collected Intereſt of al 
the Individuals; not the Aggrandizement of 
any one, is the primary End in which every 
Law ought to terminate. 


Tux Supreme legiſlative Power is ordina- 
rily veſted, with us, in King, Lords, and 
Commons; ſo that neither can violate any 
Law which was not enacted by their joint 
Concurrence. While Prince and People make 
the Maxims of the Conſtitution their Rules 
of Action; the Conſequence will probably 
be (what at this Time ſubſiſts between us 
and our King) a reciprocal Affection, or ap- 
| parent 
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parent Harmony. But if the People will 
break down the Fences of the Throne, or 
the Prince thoſe of private Property; ſome 
Revolution, fatal to one or both, muſt inſue 
upon this unnatural Struggle. 


Ir cannot be pretended, that the Condi- 
tions impoſed upon King James were unlaw- 
ful; or that, when he aſcended the Throne, 
he took full Poſſeſſion of the Conſciences and 
Fortunes of his Subjects. For all People 
are veſted, by Go p, with a Power to frame 
their own Laws and Government; and con- 
ſequently, they muſt judge of the Religion, 
or other Qualifications of him, who is to 
adminiſter them. 


Our beſt Laws muſt be inſignificant, if 
we could take no Cognizance of the Prin- 
ciples or Conduct of our Prince, to whom 
we intruſt the Execution. — Our Power, to 
limit the Deſcent of the Crown to the Pro- 
teſtant Line; and to preſcribe the Conditions 
upon which it was to be held, could not be 
liputed, For private Eſtates and Crowns, 

deſcend 
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deſcend alike, in purſuance of Laws which 
were made by ourſelves, and founded in 
Expedience. The eldeſt Son has not any na- 
tural or divine Right to the Inheritance ; but 
takes it by the common Uſage or Law of the 
Kingdom. Should the People of England 
(by their Repreſentatives) agree to cancel this 
Uſage, and to make Lands equally deſcendible 
to all the Sons or Children, (as they were until 
the Conqueſt) whatſover might be objected to 
the Policy or Convenience of ſuch a Meaſure, 
we could on no Ground impeach the Juſtice or 
Validity of it, 


No natural or divine Law, declares Crowns 
Hereditary : If a certain Rule of Succeſſion 
has been eſtabliſhed in moſt Kingdoms ; the 
ſingle Point of View in it was publick Good, 
or a Prevention of thoſe inteſtine Commo- 
tions, which might attend an Election. Every 
Rule is diſpenſable, and muſt give Way, when 
it defeats the very End for which it was ap- 
pointed. Should the cuſtomary Succeſſion 
in a Kingdom, prove at any Time productive 
of much greater Evils than thoſe it was in- 
tended 
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tended to obviate; it may queſtionleſs be 
ſuperceded occaſionally. 


Tr1s Point is ſo evident from the Rea- 
ſon of the Thing, that we need not appeal 
to the Practice of Nations. No Rule of 
Prudence or civil Policy, can leſs want a 
formal Proof or Defence. If all the Branches 
of our Royal Family had been determined 
Roman Catholicks, this Caſe would have been 
ſimilar to an Extinction of it. For all muſt - 
have been excluded upon the fame Principle, 
and the Crown ſet upon the Head of ſome 
Proteſtant Prince. 


Tux Exception to King James, was his 
Religion ; and this Religion 'would have been 
an Argument of equal Force, againſt any 
Prince or Princes who adhered to it. The 
Happineſs of no one Family can be allowed, 
in any Inſtance: aſſignable, to ſtand in Com- 
petition with that of Millions. 


Our Oaths or Engagements of Fidelity 
to the Government, ee upon a Suppo- 


ſition, 
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ſition, that we ſhall reap Advantage and Pro- 
tection from from it; for they can upon n0 
other, admit of any rational Conſtruction. 
Thoſe who plighted their Faith and Allegj- 
ance to King James, never deſigned in doing 
ſo, to forge their own Chains, or ſtipulate 
for Oppreſſion. The Will of a miſguided 
Prince could not be the Law of the Realm, 
Now every Man may repel unlawful: At- 
tempts upon his Perſon or Property, and ; 
armed by Gop, with Authority for Self 
defence. Will any aſſert, that we ſhall be 
damned hereafter ; becauſe we would not ſub- 
{ mit to the galling Yoke of Oppreſſion and 
15 Tyranny here? This Aſſertion, I conceive, 
. as much contradicts our Notions of G op, ' as 
* Tranſubſtantiation does the Teſtimony of our 
Senſes. ' All Authority indeed derives from 
Gop; but this will not infer the unlawful 
neſs of oppoſing any Miſapplication of it. He 
is the Donor of all our natural Powers; yet 
Human Laws reſtrain the Exerciſe of them, 
i. e. Men are not permitted to act according 
to private Will. If the Prince, amidſt the 
dazzling Glories of the Throne, will ſtoop ſo low 
, OEM 1 
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2s to fancy himſelf in the Subje&'s Caſe ; and 
if the Subject, guarded with Humility, will 
imagine himſelf in the Prince's Station, both 
muſt be convinced of their Obligations, and 
proceed by the beſt Rule that ever Was hid 
down for the Actions of Men. 


LET us ſuppoſe the Perſon who now claims 
the Crown, a real Deſcendant of King James, 
and wave theconteſted Point of his Legitimacy. 
His Right from Proximity of Blood, has been 
barr'd or extinguiſhed by the Determination 
of the States of the Realm, at the Revolution; 
and by ſubſequent Acts: But is not the Royal 
Aſſent neceſſary to every Act; and was not 
that wanting after King James abdicated ? 
While the Throne is full, the Royal Aſſent 
s neceflary, But nothing could invalidate 
any Reſolution paſſed by a Convention of the 
States, during the Vacancy, or Interregnum : 
For upon them, the whole Supreme Authority 
devolved at that extraordinary Conjuncture. 
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W could upon no Vacancy ſuppoſable, 
admit the Pretender as a Candidate for our 


C 2 Throne. 
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Place at the Revolution, and is the Baſis of 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment. The illuſtrious 
Houle of Hanover, pleads not only Poſſeſſion 
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Throne. He has been trained up in the 
Maxims of Popery; and whatſoever Oath he 
might take to maintain our Religion and Li. 
berties; would be bound by thoſe Maxim 
to deſtroy them. The moſt explicit Aſſurances 
could not be depended upon from one, whoſe 
Religion authorized any mental Diſtinction 
or Prevarication. How far an Incapacity to 
exerciſe a Right, may induce a Forfeiture o 
it, I ſhall not preſume to determine: But 
King James was incapable, in Conſequence of 
his Principles, of governing, or at leaſt, of 
governing well our Nation, 


— all n ——_—_— mand — * — rA — — - 


Pore RY diſqualifies a King to reign over 
a Proteſtant People ; for it commiſſions or en- 
joins him to extirpate them. This Religion 
in any Prince, is now declared, by a wife 
Reſolution of the Legiſlature, a legal Diſabi- 
lity. 


I HAvE endeavoured to vindicate that 
happy Change of Government, which took 


of 
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of the Crown (which yet was made ſufficient 
by the Statute of Henry VII.) but an undoubted 
Title to it from the Act of Settlement, | 


Wr all enjoy our Liberty, and our Fortune 
be it little or much, without Moleſtation. To 
offer Arguments to any one for thls Truth, 
is unneceſſary, and would imply a Reflection 
upon his Underſtanding. What thinking 
Man, would attempt to overturn our excel- 
lent Conſtitution ? If we pull down the Fa- 
brick; our Religion and Liberty muſt be 
buried in the Ruins. But Men of all Deno- 
minations have exerted themſelves with that 
Unanimity and Zeal, which the Criſis re- 
quired. May wealways thus baniſh our petty 
Animoſities, and: unite under the comprehen- 
five Characters of Engh/hmen and Proteſtants, 

inſt our foreign Enemies. Let us not 
render Evil for Evil; but treat Papi/ts with 
all the Candor and Moderation, which are 
conſiſtent with the Maxims of Prudence, and 
a becoming Regard for our own Security. 
We cannot entruſt them with Power, or put 
a Sword into their Hands, which they never 
had, 
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had, without employing it againſt u 
Countenance they have received from W 
and our general Inattention to religious Con- 
cerns, may have contributed not a little to 
their Increaſe in this Kingdom. I would by 
no Means recommend the Exerciſe of any Se- 
verities, or adopt that Principle of their Re- 
ligion, for which we moſt condemn it: But it 
is hoped, that the Inexecution of penal Laws, 
or Lenity of the Government, will never be 
conſtrued by them as a Toleration. 


Our Fear, or rather the Grounds of it, 
will not be extinguifhed with the preſent Re- 
bellion, except we repent. Impending Judg- 
ments are only to be averted by a ſincere and 
general Reformation. If we have a purer Re- 
ligion than others; let it be exemplified in our 
Lives. Unleſs we are reformed in our Practice, 


as well as Principles, in vain do we glory in the 
Title of Proteſtants | 


Tu Luxury of Men in low Stations, 
keeps Pace and Growth with that of thoſe in 
high; 
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e 

e, iich; and an Indifference to Religion, pre- 
-aus amongſt all. Piety, Charity, and the 
to races of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, would de- 
Na re upon us Gop's Favour, and fight for us 
e- N gainſt our enemies, better than a mighty ſhield, 
e- Ward firong ſpear. 
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